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Matters of Life...

Gifts such as iPods, toys and other accessories are easy 
to purchase and will bring a smile to your child’s face — 
momentarily.  But eventually the initial “newness” wears o� 
and this material representation of love is quickly forgotten, 
broken or left to collect dust somewhere in your house.

A LASTING IMPRESSION
Purchasing Germania’s Juvenile 10-Pay is the ultimate 
gesture in preserving a policy in the name of your child.  
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grandparents genuinely express the aspirations they have 
for their children. 

“I was so delighted to discover the Juvenile 10-Pay,” recalled 
new grandmother June Haskell.  “It’s such a relief to make a 
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pen I was able to create this wonderful document that truly 
expresses all of the love, hopes and dreams I have for my 
new grandson.  And it was surprisingly a�ordable.”

THE DETAILS
Juvenile insurance is life insurance that insures the life of 
a minor or young adult.  The policy has a �xed bene�t of 

$15,000 and includes the very desirable — Guaranteed 
Insurability Option — that will permit the child to purchase 
more insurance as an adult with out having to prove he/she 
is insurable.

OTHER PERKS
This particular policy makes a wonderful gift due to the 
fact it will never decrease in value, cannot be broken or lost 
and serves as a touching reminder of the benefactor that 
paid the premium long after he/she has passed away.  Once 
the premium has been paid over the course of ten years, no 
premiums are due ever again!

TAKE ACTION
Make this Christmas memorable.  If you mention this article 
when you contact the Germania Life Customer Response 
Unit, we will include your “Certi�cate of Love” framed and 
ready for gift wrap!  To request more information and an 
application with no obligation, please call our toll-free 
phone number at 1-800-392-2202 or send an e-mail to: 
glife@GermaniaInsurance.com. 				  

FORM: JUV 10P (12/02)

This Christmas, Ensure Sincerity

HURRICANE

J O U R N A L
IKE
In the days following Hurricane Ike, Germania 
Photographer James Pharaon set out from 
Brenham to tour some of the a�ected areas.  These 
are among the hundreds of photos he took.

Montgomery, TX

A resident surveys a tree that has 
knocked down a power line in his 
front yard.  

LaPorte, TX

A car sits under a pile of rubble after 
the brick wall it was parked next to has 
collapsed upon it. 

FM 1485 near Porter, TX

Driving through the back roads, 
I was struck not only by how 
many trees were down, but how 
neighbors were helping each 
other clear limbs and repair 
damage.

Humble, TX

At Deerbrook Mall, I caught up with the 
Germania Mobile Catastrophe Unit, where 
representatives were handing out Additional 
Living Expense (ALE) checks to policyholders.

Northeast Houston, TX

The east side of Houston had some of the 
most extensive damage that I saw.  Here, 
a huge tree came crashing down into a 
man’s living room.  Below, a shot of the 
inside of the home.



During this time of global financial volatility coupled with the catastrophic 
aftermath of Hurricane Ike — I want to assure you that the Germania Companies 
remain strong.  In previous issues I have reported on the profitability of the 
Germania Companies and how these profits have been placed in policyholder 
reserves.  Now, in 2008 we will have to take money out of these reserves to pay 
the claims associated with the spring hailstorms and Hurricane’s Dolly and Ike that 
hit the Texas coast this fall.  This is the key component of how mutual insurance 
operates and a characteristic that lends credence to this concept’s longevity.  
 
Not only do we remain financially strong — but we have proven our strengths 
through other aspects during what meteorologists’ have deemed “an unusually 
active year of bad weather.”   This strength can be seen in how our claims adjusters 
have weathered each day of new challenges — all the while lending an empathetic 
ear to policyholders — who in some cases, have lost everything.    
 
This strength was demonstrated by our Home Office employees who have worked 
tirelessly to meet the needs of both our agents and policyholders — extending 
Customer Service hours so we may provide a ‘live’ voice to meet the heightened 
volume of calls related to Hurricane Ike.  Even amongst all the chaos, Germania 
employees still found time to organize a canned-goods drive that collected close to 
500 pounds of food for displaced Ike residents.  This form of cooperative spirit has 
reaffirmed my faith in Germania’s founding principle that bearing one another’s 
burdens indeed makes us stronger.  
 
With regards to our investment portfolio, Germania has prided itself on taking a 
conservative approach when managing investments — having only a very small 
percentage in equities.  This fiscally prudent and conservative philosophy has put 
us in an excellent position to get through this financial market crisis.    
 
In closing, you can remain confident that the Germania Companies will continue to 
provide protection to Texans as we weather the storms alongside our policyholders 
while remaining “The Insurance Texans Trust.”
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Dollars and Sense...

Germania Credit Union

In Memoriam
Sympathy is expressed to the family and friends of…

Ralph E. Tickner of Local Chapter #22 in Houston, Texas passed away on 
July 12, 2008.  Ralph previously served as secretary for his local chapter and 
represented Germania for over twenty years. He will be missed. 

Despite current economic conditions the Germania 
Credit Union remains safe and sound, largely because our 
cooperative structure does little to encourage excessive 
risk taking.  The credit union industry, including Germania 
Credit Union, is very well capitalized today.  Members of 
Germania Credit Union can rest easy knowing their money 
is secure.

As with credit unions all across the country, Germania Credit 
Union has a history of conservative lending practices which 
have resulted in very low average loss rates, even during 
these turbulent times.  Additionally, our credit union has 
never made nor invested in mortgages of any kind.

Germania Credit Union is focused on helping members 
create financial strength — making loans that result in too 
great a burden on our members would be contrary to our 
mission of helping members achieve financial success.

You’re The Boss
Each member of Germania Credit Union is an owner of the 
business, thus our decisions are based on what is in the best 

interest of our members.  In addition to these strengths, 
our credit union is insured by the National Credit Union 
Administration, an agency of the federal government.  In 
October of this year our deposit coverage was temporarily 
increased from $100,000 to $250,000.  This increase 
will expire and revert back to $100,000 on December 31, 
2009 unless it is made permanent by Congress next year.

We’re Here for You
Germania Credit Union was created to serve the financial 
needs of the Germania family.  We appreciate the continued 
trust of our members and look forward to serving you in 
the future.  With Christmas just around the corner, we want 
to assure our members and prospective members that we 
have loans available for your needs — whatever they may 
be.   This holiday season rest easy knowing your deposits 
are safe and sound at Germania Credit Union.

To learn more about how Germania Credit Union can help 
you, visit our website at www.GermaniaCreditUnion.com or 
call us toll-free at 1-800-392-2202.

Germania Credit Union: Safe and Sound



Sweet Potato Soufflé

4 cups mashed cooked sweet potatoes 
3/4 cup sugar 
1/3 cup milk 
2 tablespoons butter, softened 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon salt 

TOPPING: 
2/3 cup packed brown sugar 
2 tablespoons butter, melted 
2/3 cup flaked coconut

2/3 cup whole pecans 

In a large bowl, combine sweet potatoes, sugar, milk, vanilla, butter and salt; beat until smooth. Spoon 
into a greased 2 ½ quart baking dish.  Combine the topping ingredients — sprinkle topping over potato 
mixture.   Arrange pecans on top of soufflé.

Bake uncovered at 350 degrees for 40-45 minutes or until topping is browned.  

Enjoy!
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